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Thesis Statement

Secret Societies’ involvement in the planning 

and execution of the Easter Rising (1916) 

resulted in eventual Independence of 

Ireland in 1922. 



Timeline
1858 17 Mar. Founding of the Irish Republican Brotherhood.

1867 5 Mar. Fenian Rising.

13 Dec. Fenian bomb at Clerkenwell gaol, London: 12 killed.

1913 31 Jan. Formation of Ulster Volunteer Force.

25 Nov. Foundation of the Irish Volunteer Force.

1914 26 July Howth gun-running. (I.V.F.)

3 Aug. Redmond pledges the support of the Irish Volunteers for the defense of 

Ireland.

18 Sept. Home Rule enacted but suspended.

20 Sept. Redmond commits the Irish Volunteers to serving outside Ireland.

24 Sept. Split within the Volunteers between supporters & opponents of Redmond’s 

position.

1916 19-22 Jan.Military Council of the I.R.B. agree on a rising no later than Easter.

23 Apr. Eoin MacNeill’s countermanding order published. Military Council of the 

I.R.B. agrees to proceed with its plan for rebellion.

24-8 Apr. Easter Rising.

1922 6 Dec. Irish Free State formally established.



Primary Sources

“Constitution of the Irish Volunteers.” National Library of Ireland. 1914. 
http://www.nli.ie/1916/exhibition/en/content/stagesetters/force/eoinm
acneill/

“Government of Ireland Act 1912.” National Library of Ireland. 1914. 
http://www.nli.ie/1916/exhibition/en/content/stagesetters/homerule/a
squith/ (Home Rule Bill 1914)

"Movements of Extremists," Dublin Metropolitan Police Records. 
National Archives of Ireland. 1915. http://www.nationalarchives.ie/

Hobson, Bulmer. “Constitution of the Irish Republican Brotherhood.” 
National Library of Ireland. 1873 
http://www.nli.ie/1916/exhibition/en/content/stagesetters/force/hobso
n-mccullough/

Martin, F. X. The Irish Volunteers, 1913-1915: Recollections and 
Documents. Dublin: J. Duffy, 1963. ebook. (Rule Britannia! The 
National Student Vol. VI, No. 1.)

http://www.nli.ie/1916/exhibition/en/content/stagesetters/force/eoinmacneill/
http://www.nli.ie/1916/exhibition/en/content/stagesetters/homerule/asquith/
http://www.nationalarchives.ie/
http://www.nli.ie/1916/exhibition/en/content/stagesetters/force/hobson-mccullough/
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19th Century Background

• British aggression towards the Irish.
– Laws

• Act of Union 1801.

• Unlawful Oaths Act 1810.

• Encumbered Estates Act 1849. 

– Actions
• Exportation of goods during Potato blight. 1845.

• Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) 1836-1922.

• Irish tactics for recognition from the British.
– Parliamentary Tactics.

• Obstruction Campaign 1874.

• Home Rule. 1886, 1893, 1912, 1914.

– Physical Force
• Secret Societies. 



Bráithreachas Phoblacht na 

hÉireann

• Irish Republican Brotherhood (I.R.B.)

– Founded by James Stephens in 1858.

• Republican based.

• Denounced by the Catholic Church in 1869. 

• Oath Bound – Secret.

• Elite members – idealist.

– Supreme Council.

• Organized the Easter 

Rising 1916.

Bombing of Scotland Yard by the 
Fenian Brotherhood in 1883. 
thepublici.blogspot.com



Óglaigh na hÉireann

• Irish Volunteer Force (I.V.F.)

– Formed in 1913 by Eoin MacNeill and I.R.B. 

members.

• Open to all Irish people.

– Howth Gun-running 1914. 

– John Redmond involvement and splintering of group 

in 1914.

• Irish Volunteer Force – the 

original group.

• National Volunteers – new group –

supported fighting in WWI. 

Irish Volunteers receiving the 
shipment of arms at Howth 
1914. National Library Ireland



Easter Rising 1916

• April 24 – 28 1916. Easter Week.

• Rebels declared Ireland an 
Independent Republic.

• Took control of British Government 
Office.
– General Post Office (GPO).

– Dublin Castle.

• Deaths
– 64 Rebels.

– 132 Soldiers and Police.

– 230 Civilians.

– 1,000 wounded.

Prayer Leaflet with the name of those executed for 

the rising, followed by the names of insurgents that 

died during the Rising. National Library of Ireland.



Conclusion

The actions of Secret Societies in Ireland 

before & during the Easter Rising of 1916 

made Irish Independence 

possible in 1922.

Map of Ireland after 1922 showing the divide 
between Northern Ireland & the Irish Free 
State.www.sinton-family-trees.com



From the Shelling during the 1916 Easter Rising. 

www.examiner.com Ruins on Sackville St.

University College Dublin. 

Sackville St. Before & after the 

Rising. University College Dublin. 

Armored Vehicle during Easter 

Rising 1916. 

University College Dublin.



Selected Bibliography
Boyce, David George. Nationalism in Ireland. London: Routledge, 1995. ProQuest ebrary.

Chesterton, G. K. Irish Impressions. Norfolk: IHS Press, 2008. ProQuest ebrary.

Clark, Samuel, and James S. Donnelly, eds. Irish Peasants: Violence and Political Unrest, 1780-1914. Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 2003. ProQuest ebrary.

Coogan, Tim Pat. 1916: The Easter Rising. London: Phoenix, 2005. 

Crawford, Colin. Inside the UDA: Volunteers and Violence. London: Pluto Press, 2003. ProQuest ebrary.

Curtis, Keiron. P. S. O'Hegarty (1879-1955): Sinn Féin Fenian. London: Anthem Press, 2010. ProQuest ebrary.

Dangerfield, George. The Damnable Question: A Study in Anglo-Irish Relations. Boston: Little, Brown, 1976.

de Beaumont, Gustave. Ireland: Social, Political, and Religious. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2006. ProQuest ebrary.

Doherty, Gabriel. The Home Rule Crisis 1912-14. Cork: Mercier Press, 2014. eBook Academic Collection (EBSCOhost).  

Drisceoil, Donal O. Politics and the Irish Working Class, 1830-1945, edited by Lane, Fintan. Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. ProQuest ebrary.

English, Richard. Ernie O’Malley: IRA Intellectual. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1999. ProQuest ebrary.

———. Irish Freedom: The History of Nationalism In Ireland. London: Pan Books, 2007.

Ferriter, Diarmaid. Transformation of Ireland, 1900-2000. London: Profile Books, 2010. ProQuest ebrary.

Foster, R. F. Modern Ireland, 1600-1972. New York: Penguin Books, 1989. 

GrobFitzgibbon, Benjamin John. Turning Points of the Irish Revolution: The British Government, Intelligence, and the Cost of Indifference, 1912-1921. Gordonsville, VA: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007. 
ProQuest ebrary.

Hart, Peter. The I.R.A at War: 1916-1923. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. eBook Academic Collection (EBSCOhost). 

Hayward, Katy. Irish Nationalism and European Integration: The Official Redefinition of the Island of Ireland. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2009. ProQuest ebrary.

Hepburn, A. C. Catholic Belfast and Nationalist Ireland in the Era of Joe Devlin, 1871-1934. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008. ProQuest ebrary.

Hernon, Ian. Assassin! : 200 Years of British Political Murder. London: Pluto Press, 2007. ProQuest ebrary.

Hopkinson, Michael. Irish War of Independence. Montreal, Québec: McGill-Queen's University Press, 2002. ProQuest ebrary.

Howe, Stephen. Ireland and Empire : Colonial Legacies in Irish History and Culture. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000. eBook Academic Collection (EBSCOhost).

Irish National Library. http://www.nli.ie/1916/exhibition/en/content/stagesetters/force/hobson-mccullough/img/0379.jpg

Jackson, Alvin. Home Rule: An Irish History, 1800-2000. London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2003. 

Jenkins, Brian. The Fenian Problem: Insurgency and Terrorism in a Liberal State, 1858-1874. Montreal, Québec: McGill-Queen's University Press, 2008. ProQuest ebrary.

Joy, Sinead. IRA in Kerry 1916–1921. Cork: The Collins Press, 2005. ProQuest ebrary.

Kautt, William H. Ground Truths : British Army Operations in the Irish War of Independence. Kildare, Ireland: Irish Academic Press, 2014. eBook Academic Collection (EBSCOhost).

Kearney, Hugh. Ireland: Contested Ideas of Nationalism and History. New York: New York University Press (NYU Press), 2007. ProQuest ebrary.

Kendle, J. Walter Long, Ireland and the Union, 1905-1920. Montreal Québec: McGill-Queen's University Press, 1992. ProQuest ebrary.

Kennedy, Christopher M. Irish Studies, Volume 10: Genesis of the Rising 1912-1916: A Transformation of Nationalist Opinion. New York: Peter Lang Publishing, 2009. ProQuest ebrary.

Kenny, Kevin. Ireland and the British Empire. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004. eBook Academic Collection (EBSCOhost). 

Kilfeather, Siobhán Marie. Dublin: A Cultural History. Cary, NC: Oxford University Press, 2005. ProQuest ebrary.

Killeen, Richard. Short History of Modern Ireland. Montreal, Québec: McGill-Queen's University Press, 2003. ProQuest ebrary.

Kinealy, Christine. Repeal and Revolution: 1848 in Ireland. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2009. ProQuest ebrary.

Laffan, Michael. Resurrection of Ireland: The Sinn Fein Party, 1916-1923. Port Chester, NY: Cambridge University Press, 1999. ProQuest ebrary.

Larkin, Hilary. A History of Ireland, 1800–1922. London: Anthem Press, 2014. ProQuest ebrary.

Mac Laughlin, Jim. Reimagining the Nation State: The Contested Terrains of Nation-Building. London: Pluto Press, 2000. ProQuest ebrary.

Maguire, Martin. Civil Service and the Revolution in Ireland, 1912-1938: Shaking the Blood-Stained Hand of Mr. Collins. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2008. ProQuest ebrary.

Martin, F. X. The Irish Volunteers, 1913-1915: Recollections and Documents. Dublin: J. Duffy, 1963. ebook.

Matthews, Ann. The Irish Citizen Army. Cork: Mercier Press, 2014. eBook Academic Collection (EBSCOhost). 

McElrath, Karen. Unsafe Haven. London: Pluto Press, 2000. ProQuest ebrary.

McGarry, Fearghal. Eoin Oduffy: A Self-made Hero. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005. ProQuest ebrary.

———. Rising: Easter 1916. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010. ProQuest ebrary.

McGee, Owen. The IRB: The Irish Republican Brotherhood from the Land League to Sinn Féin. Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2005.

Moloney, Ed. Voices from the Grave: Two Men's War in Ireland. New York: Public Affairs, 2010. ProQuest ebrary.
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