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Museum Studies class curate exhibit of paintings by Davis 
Perkins  
An exhibition by artist Davis Perkins and curated by students from Dominican’s Museum Studies Class 
opened Nov. 4 in the San Marco Gallery. Perkins has exhibited nationwide, including a solo exhibition at 
the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC.  

A Purposeful Life: Paintings by Davis Perkins runs until Dec. 16. A reception as held Nov. 4. 

A Signature Member of the Oil Painters of America, Perkins has had solo exhibitions at many distinguished 
venues, including the Smithsonian Institution and the Alaska State Museum, where his work is in the 
permanent collections. Most of the paintings in the Dominican exhibition depict the complexity and 
grandeur of American landscapes. For Perkins, painting evolved as an antidote to his personal mission of 
seeking to effect change in the world through compassionate efforts. 
 
His professional career included “smoke jumping,” fighting fire by parachuting into remote-area forest 
fires, and work as a firefighter and paramedic in the San Francisco Bay Area. In retirement, he continues to 
volunteer as a paramedic to help meet the emergency needs of Ebola virus patients in Liberia, earthquake 
victims in Nepal and refugees arriving in Greece. Painting serves as a vehicle to resolve the stress and 
chaos he experienced in his career and volunteer missions. They, along with art, are the central passions of 
his life. 
 
The San Marco Gallery, located in the Archbishop Alemany Library, offers students professional artistic 
exposure and serves the local community and the greater Bay Area with exhibits of contemporary fine arts 
produced by professional artists who have distinguished themselves professionally by the production and 
quality of their work. The gallery’s mission is to foster collaboration and support the curriculum of the Art, 
Art History and Design Department by providing hands-on resources for art students, artists, and the 
university community. 
 
Gallery Hours: Monday–Thursday: 8 a.m. – midnight; Friday and Saturday: 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Sunday: 2 p.m. 
– midnight. 
The gallery is closed during school holidays. To confirm gallery hours, please click here. 
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