DOMINICAN
UNIVERSITY

of CALIFORNIA The Tuxedo Archives
Volume 2010 Spring Article 7
2017
Background

Eugene Rinehart
Dominican University of California

Survey: Let us know how this paper benefits you.

Recommended Citation
Rinehart, Eugene (2017) "Background," The Tuxedo Archives: Vol. 2010 , Article 7.
Available at: https://scholar.dominican.edu/tuxedolit/vol2010/iss1/7

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by the School of Liberal Arts and Education at
Dominican Scholar. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Tuxedo Archives by an authorized editor
of Dominican Scholar. For more information, please contact michael.pujals@dominican.edu.


https://scholar.dominican.edu/tuxedolit
https://scholar.dominican.edu/tuxedolit/vol2010
https://scholar.dominican.edu/tuxedolit/vol2010/iss1/7
https://dominican.libwizard.com/dominican-scholar-feedback
https://scholar.dominican.edu/tuxedolit/vol2010/iss1/7?utm_source=scholar.dominican.edu%2Ftuxedolit%2Fvol2010%2Fiss1%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:michael.pujals@dominican.edu

Rinehart: Background

BACKGROUND

Eugene Rinehart

Dad stands in the back aisle

And smiles

| know, he prefers it that way

To being up front and

Not having a good time.

Too many people,

He always hated too many people —
There are less in the back

So he stood in the black—

Where he could have a good time.
| don’t mind.

Of all the faces he sees mine.

| know he is there

In the open air

Where the crush cannot touch him.
| feel his relief

And the odd sense of peace

That comes from his aisle.

He’d rather not be in the paternal pile
Where breath is too slim.

That man, the smiling man

Published by Dominican Scholar, 2017



The Tuxedo Archives, Vol. 2010 [2017], Art. 7

Beyond the din,
Where you might miss
Him in the thin

Light; that is my father

And he is having a good time.
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