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Giving a Voice to the 

Parent/Guardians/Caregivers of 

Students with Special Needs:  

Advocacy for Services 

 
Sara Cofiell 

Dominican University of California 



• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fR0V8rbM
YFY 

 

 

 

• People for Education (Producer). Special Education Support [video]. Available from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fR0V8rbMYFY 

 

 

Special Education Support 
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Serving the Voiceless 

 

• “A total of 70% of parents of children with 
disabilities believe that their children lose 
services because parents do not know their 
rights (Burke, 2013, p. 227)  

 

Burke, M., M. (2013). Improving parental involvement: Training special education advocates. 
Journal of Disability Policy Studies, 23(4), 225-234. doi:10.1177/1044207311424910 

 



Communication Within 
the System 

School Relationship Graphic. Retrieved April 17, 2015 from 
www.transitiontoschoolresource.org  



Advocacy Organizations 

Matrix. (Photograph). (2015). Retrived from 
http://www.matrixparents.org 

 

Autism Speaks. (Photograph). (2015). Retrieved 
from https://www.autismspeaks.org 

 

Community Alliance for Special Education. 
(Photgraph). (2012). Retrieved from 
http://www.caseadvocacy.org 

 

Through the Looking Glass. (Photograph). (2015). Retrieved from 
http://www.lookingglass.org 

 

http://www.matrixparents.org
http://www.matrixparents.org
https://www.autismspeaks.org
https://www.autismspeaks.org
http://www.caseadvocacy.org
http://www.caseadvocacy.org
http://www.caseadvocacy.org
http://www.lookingglass.org
http://www.lookingglass.org


Reflection 

Construction. Retrieved April 17 2015. Clip Art   



Resources 
• Matrix. (Photograph). (2015). Retrived from http://www.matrixparents.org 

• Through the Looking Glass. (Photograph). (2015). Retrieved from 
http://www.lookingglass.org 

• Autism Speaks. (Photograph). (2015). Retrieved from 
https://www.autismspeaks.org 

• Community Alliance for Special Education. (Photgraph). (2012). Retrieved 
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• People for Education (Producer). Special Education Support [video]. 
Available from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fR0V8rbMYFY 

• School Relationship Graphic. Retrieved April 17, 2015 from 
www.transitiontoschoolresource.org  
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